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NEHEMIAn, ꝗth chap. iſt and ad verſes. 


« Now in the twenty and fourth day of this 
ce ;z2enth, the children of Jfrac! were ofſfembled 
« with faſting, and with ſackcloths, aud earth 
&« upon them.— And the feed of del ſeparated 
« themſetves from all ane aud ſtocd and 
« confeſſed their fins, and the miquitics of their 
cc Aber 59 

fathers. 


ce 


Fro M the remotelt periods of anti- 
quity, to the preſent moment, the hiſtory of man- 
kind furniſhes us with one general detail of vice 
and folly.—The refinement of modern ages hath 
only varied the form and modifications of evil, 
but never could utterly prevent its fatal pro- 
greſſon.—Amidfſt the ſplendid diſcoveries of li- 
terature, or the boaſted advancement in philo- 
ſophy, nothing could eradicate that moral de- 
pravation which is cocval with fallen man. 
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To religion we are indebted for that triumph 
of wiſdom, which regulates our affections, and 
amends our practice, whereby we fill our re- 
ſpective ſtations in a way, and manner, which 
indicates a conſciouſneſs of future reſponſibility. 
Thus, under every public, or private calamity, 
our appeal muſt be made to God. We muſt 
confeſs our entire dependence on his providence, 
and look to him alone for relief. In every pur- 
ſuit, the great firſt cauſe will be acknowledged, 
as all human efforts are only ſubordinate means 
to fulfil the purpoſes of God, and accompliſh 
the plans of unerring wiſdom.—Thus, conſcious 
how juſtly they had provoked the majeſty of 
heaven, we find“ In the twenty and fourth 
day of the month, the children of Iſrael were 
aſſembled with faſting, and with ſackcloths, and 
earth upon them.—And the ſeed of Iſrael ſepa- 


rated themſelves from all ſtrangers, and ftood, 
and contefſed their fins, and the iniquities of their 
fathers.” — Theſe words ſuggeſt to us, 


1. The duty of public faſting and humiha- 


tion, with the manner 1n which it ought 
to be performed. 


2. The influence, and effect, to be produced 
on our conduct and behaviour. 
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That nations are bound to acknowledge their 
dependence on Supreme Munificence, no leſs 
than individuals, is a propoſition which few can 
reaſonably diſpute. For the duty required of 
them collectively, is only that which we are in- 
dividually enjoined to perform. Hence we find 
the children of Iirael “ aſſembled together, 
with faſting, and with ſackcloths, and earth upon 
chem.“ It was the common cauſe of public hu- 
miliation, in which they united with the fervour 
of religious zeal. Whatever differences of opi- 
nion might exiſt in other reſpects, they all agreed 
in this, that each individual had ſinned againſt a 
God of infinite love, mercy, forbearance, and 
compaſſion. When they reflected on their won- 
derful deliverance out of Egypt,—their pre ſerva- 
tion in the Red Sea,—their miraculous ſupport 
through a dreary wilderneſs, — and the unceaſing 
proofs of divine goodneſs; they viewed their own 
ingratitude with abhorrence, humiliation, and 
{clf-abaſement !—Could they think on the manna 
and quails from heaven, thc water flowing trom 
a rock, and the pillar of fire to guide them thro! 
a lonely deſart; without deploring the turpitude, 


. * 
and guilt of ſin? 


Let us then quit the hiſtory of Ifracl, and 
briefly conſider our own. Do we not enjoy as « 
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nation thoſe privileges for which we have hourly 
cauſe to be grateful? Is not a God of mercy 
loading us with benefits, and ſhowering upon us 
a rich diffuſion of bleſſings? Have we not the 
ineſtimable treaſure of goſpel truth, and a Chriſ- 
tian revelation in our hands? Are we not ſccured 
by our civil privileges from the lawleſs depre- 
dations of plunderers—or the deſperate efforts 
of a tumultuous crowd? Do not commerce, arts, 
and manufacture raiſe us to a pinnacle of envied 
and unequalled ſplendour, amidſt the ſurrounding 
nations of the earth ? Is there a nation under the 
canopy of heaven, which hath experienced more 
ſignal mercies from an indulgent God ? Reflect 
then on the baſe returns we have made, the 
mercies we have abuſed, and then the duty of 
this day will be obvious and undeniable. We 
have abundant reaſon as a nation to be humbled 
in duſt and aſhes on account of our numerous 
provocations. We may ſay with the Prophet of 
old—< We have ſinned, and have committed 
iniquity, and have done wickedly, and have re- 
belled even by departing from thy precepts, and 
from thy judgments.*” 


The duty then of national humiliation cannot 
be denied, unleſs it is by thoſe who have re- 


* DaxlEL, gth and 5th. 
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nounced every ſenſe of religious, or moral obli- 
gations; or who have relinquiſhed the rational 
Goctrines of Chriſtianity, for the wild effuſions 
of a viſionary, and falſe philoſophy. Examples 
of public faiting were frequent in former ages. 
Joſhua, and the elders of Iiracl, were proſtrate 
before the ark, from morning until evening, 
without cating, when the Iſraelites were defeated 
by the men of Ai.* The eleven tribes who had 
taken arms againſt Benjamin, fell down before 
the ark on their faces, and continued faſting till 
the evening. Moſes faſted forty days on Mount 
Horcb, f and our bleſſed Lord faſted forty days 
and forty nights. Though theſe two inſtances 
were miraculous, and preternatural, yet we find 
our Lord gives us directions kow this duty ſhould 
be performed; not with hypocriſy, or oftenta- 
tion, but with ſincerity, and a ſingle view to the 
glory of God. Men may be deceived by the 
outward forms of devotion ; but God ſearcheth 
the inmoſt receſſes of the heart. The manner 
then in which theſe days of national humiliation 
ought to be conducted, —1s by a ſerious reviewal 
of our paſt lives, a ſtrict enquiry into our public 


and private vices,—an open confeſſion of fin,— 


deep contrition on account of it, —and a real wiſh 


* Joshua, 7th and 4th.” + Exod, 34th and 2Sth, 
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to forſake our former errors, and amend our fu- 
ture practice. 


The characteriſtic features of every age, are 
manifeſt in the prevalence of particular virtues, 
or vices, The preſent times are perhaps em- 
blazoned by the moſt ſplendid, and boundleſs 
acts of charity, that ever the univerſe beheld. 
In this inſtance we may vie perhaps with ſur- 
rounding nations, and claim a title to unrivalled 
honour. But though charity be confeſſedly the 
ornament of our age, and nation, yet how fatally 
is the radiance of this brighteſt virtue obſcured, 
by the growth of infidelity, and the boundleſs 
extent of diſſipation - We have not, it is true, 
like a neighbouring country, openly avowed the 
creed of atheiſts, or trampled on the bonds of 
moral obligation; but under the ſpecious illuſions 
of affected liberality, we have made unaſſiſted 
reaſon the ſtandard of truth, and have rejccted 
the ſacred volumes of inſpiration. This melan- 
choly trait of progreſſive Deiſm, is not only 
evident in our modern hiſtories, philoſophic 
eſſays, and other lucubrations of the age; but 
alſo in the general contempt of religious duties, 
and the almoſt total neglect of public worſhip, 
Whilſt places of amuſement, and diſſipation, are 
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crowded with unabating ardour, our churches 
are neglected and forſaken. 


And as the omiſſion of one duty uſually leads 
to the neglect of others, we find the ſame ſpirit 
which prevents a regular attendance on religious 
worſhip, infuſes itſelf into all the various concerns 
of life. Being creatures of habit, and governed 
by the influence of example, we no ſooner ac- 
quire a general indifference to the poſitive duties 
of religion, than every other ſocial obligation 
loſes its conſtraining power. Falſe notions of 
right and wrong, iſſue from the corrupted foun- 
tain of infidelity, and contaminate every channel 
of information through which they flow. The 
duties of our proper ſtation are neceſſarily for- 
gotten, when we omit our duty to God. If the 
mind of man be not awed, or rather regulated, 
by the dictates of religion, which court enquiry, 
but curb licentiouſneſs ; there is no reſtraint which 
can be found permanent, efficacious, or benefi- 
cial, To the progreſs of infidelity, we may 
aſcribe that reſtleſs and tumultuous ſpirit, which 
Aatters the ignorant, and deceives the wiſe, The 
mild, and gentle influence of religion, inſpires 
us with contentment, and dignifies the meaneſt 
ſtation by a courſe of well-doing. 
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But a contempt of the ſacred writings gives us 
erroneous notions of human nature,—and leads 
us through the mazes of an excurſive fancy, to 
plan theories which can never be reduced into 
practice. The true character of man can only 
be known from the word of God. And there 
we find, ſrom the corruption of the human heart, 
that reſtraints are requiſite to maintain order, 
which 1s the life and foul of all civilized commu- 
nities. Could we verge into a ſtate of barba- 
riſm, we might relax the bonds of ſocial union, 
and be enriched by the ſpoils of induſtry; but 
this would be only the triumph of the moment, 
and the final curſe of folly. We are taught in- 
deed by the pattern, and example, of Chriſt, 
to © Render unto Cæſar, the things that are 
Cziar's; and to God, the things that are God's.“ 
We are alſo further inſtructed by St. Paul, to 
e Render to all their dues : tribute, to whom 
tribute is due ; cuſtom, to whom cuſtom ; fear, 
to whom fear; honour, to whom honour.” 
Thus the religion we profeſs arranges the duties 
of every ſtation, withovt infringing on the claims 
of any, and renders us happy by living in unity 
of ſpirit, and in the bonds of peace. 


Hence the infidelity of the age yields abundant 
cauſe for national humiliation. Nor is it con- 


e Marr. 22d and 21ſt. + Row, 13th and 7th. 
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fined to ſpeculative errors, but extends its baneful 
effects much further. Not only frivolity of 
manners, but alſo boundleſs habits of expenditure, 
are among the numerous evils which have ariſen 
from the progreſs of infidelity. To a total want 
of economy may be too often aſcribed thoſe nu- 
merous failures which involve the credulons, 
and unſuſpecting, and allure the youth of our age, 
and nation, to other concomitant vices. The 
exploded virtues of antiquity, which taught men 
to limit their wants, in order to increaſe their 
pleaſures, are now ſucceeded by a ſplendid ex- 
terior, expenſive habits, and other faſhionable 
follies. The artificial wants incurred by a courſe 
of extravagance, are ſupplied by unlawful means, 
and impel us from the unheeded commiſſion of 
one crime to the fatal indulgence of others. To 
the claims of luxury, and diſſipation, the moſt 
ſacred ties of honour or honeſty have been 
proſtituted; and the bonds of every ſocial com- 
pat forfeited to the vaſſalage of outward ap- 
pearances. If induſtry be a mean of promoting 
national wealth, and profperity, economy is no 
leſs neceſſary to preſerve it. 


As a direful, and ruinous expedient to ſupply 
the wants of extravagance, we find gaming too 
frequently reſorted to; and which unhappily 
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forms a 0 characteriſtic of our age, and 
nation. The viſible conſequences of this bane ful 
vice are too obvious to be denied. They hurry 
their deluded votaries from one fatal extreme to 
another, until they are plunged into the irreſiſtible 
horrors of deſpair, and ſuicide. The progreſſion 
of vices. is hourly manifeſt, and the crimes we 
ſhould ſhudder at on one occafion, we eventually 
commit on another. The vice of gaming is 
productive of multifarious evils, and the common 
prelude to ruin. Amidſt the numerous reaſons 
for national humiliation, we may add one on ac- 
count of that flagitious, and prevalent crime of 
profane ſwearing. The horrid oaths, and dread- 
ful imprecations, which aſſail our ears, may juſtly 
incur the ſevereſt puniſhment. This vice is a 
daring inſult on the Majeſty of Heaven, and the 
ungratifying emanation of a depraved mind, 
It is a vice to which there appears ſcarcely any 
temptation, becauſe language hath furniſhed us 
with more ſuitable expreſſions to convey our 
ideas of e or reſentment. 


Shall dependent creatures dare to abuſe the 
name of God, or profane it with impious con- 
tempt, and ſenſeleſs indifference? May we not 
ſay with the Prophet on a former occaſion, that 
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—*© Becauſe of ſwearing the land mourneth ** 
e Shall I not viſit for theſe things faith the 
Lord: ſhall not my foul be avenged on ſuch a 
nation as this? Whilſt we ſupplicate the Lord 
of Hoſts to g⁰ forth with our fleets, and armies, 
let us be juſtly humbled on account of profane 
ſwearing, which is highly offenſive to God, and 
utterly unprofitable to men. Let us often reflect 
with ſelf-abaſement on the unwarrantable free- 
doms we have taken wich that Holy name, at 
which angels bow, and veil their faces with re- 
verential awe. A contempt alſo of the ſabbath, 
is another prominent feature of national depra- 
vity. This holy day, which the Lord hath ſet 
apart for himſelf, is dedicated to pleaſure, recre- 
ation, and every idle amuſement. Inſtead of 
being kept holy according to the ſtrict command 
of God, it is with many, a day of buſine ſs, riot, or 
diſſipation. And if even a part of this day 1s 
hept holy, to fatisfy the clamours of conſcience, 
the remainder is devoted to idleneſs, and folly. 


To the common profanation of the Lord's 
day, may be aſcribed the moſt extenſive evils, 
which ſubvert the laws of order, and corrupt the 

anners of the rifing generation. By a neglect 
of this important duty, we find youth forgetting 
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their proper, and neceſſary ſubjection to parents, 
and thoughtleſs parents training their children to 
deſtruction. From a remiſſneſs in the duties of 
religion, hath ariſen a ſpirit deſtructive to the 
peace, and welfare of communities; in which 
2 vile ſyſtem of anarchy is iniquitouſly preferred 
to the invaluable bleſſings of regularity, ſecurity, 
and good order. Let Britons then more imme- 
diately deplore every thing that can make them 
forget their mercies, or abuſe their benefits! 
May not alſo thoſe who profeſs the goſpel of 
Chriſt lament this day, with deep contrition, 
their departure from the ways of God? Is there 
not a viſible declenſion in the zeal, and holineſs 
of thoſe who know the truth as it is in Jeſus, 
not only in theory, but experimentally? How 
little 1s manifeſt, of the love of God ſhed abroad 
in our hearts, by the general tenor of our lives ! 
Do we ſee thoſe who profeſs a ſteady dependence 
on the atonement of Chriſt, ſufficiently anxious 
to adorn their profeſſion of the goſpel ? Is not a 
kind of ſpeculative, or unproductive faith, too 
manifeſt among thoſe who are called Chriſ- 
tians ? and how little do we eſtimate the value 
of goſpel truth, when fo many, in former ages, 
have facrificed their lives in defence of it. - Let 
us, then, on this day of public humiliation, 
openly confeſs our ſins, like the Iſraelites of old, 
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and implore the divine forgiveneſs. Let us 
confeſs, that if God were ſtrict to mark iniquity, 
none of us could ſtand before him. That it is 
owing to his infinite forbearance we are yet con- 
tinued in being; and to his ſovereign, unmerited 
grace, that we have any hopes of future glory. 
Let us prize with gratitude, and meditate with 
attention, on that glorious revelation of pardon- 
ing mercy contained in the goſpel of Chriſt. 
Let us reflect with unabating praiſes on the won- 
ders of redeeming love, on that bliſsful ſcheme 
of redemption, wherein juſtice and mercy unite 
without violating the claims of either ; where the 
atonement of Chriſt is the foundation of our 
hopes, and a life of holineſs, the tribute of gra- 
titude, or the neceſſary fruit of faith. In this 
manner let a day of public faſting be conducted, 
that our prayers may be like the incenſe of a 
ſervice holy, acceptable unto God. 


The next conſideration, which the duties of 
this day naturally ſuggeſt, is—the influence and 
effect to be produced on our conduct and beha- 
viour. Amidſt the various differences of opinion, 
there is one in which we muſt univerſally agree, 
and that is, the neceſſity of a general amendment 
of life. The moſt exemplary among us, will, 
on a reviewal of his paſt conduct, find many 
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things which ought to be avoided, and improved, 
With an eye turned inwards, to the legiſlation, 
or diſcipline of the heart, we ſhall be leſs diſ- 
poſed to interfere with the outward reformation 
of the world. The government of our own 
paſſions, under the influence of divine grace, 
will preoccupy our thoughts, and extend its 
mild and peaceable influence to every ſtation 
that we fill. Then will contentment diminiſh 
our wants, and increaſe our pleaſures. We ſhall 
travel through this vale of tears without the reſt- 
leſs turbulency of ambition, or the viſionary 
projects of a miſtaken judgment. Like faithful 
ſtewards, we ſhall in all our actions have a con- 
ſtant reference to that great day when we muſt 
be accountable to God ; and thus the religion 
we profeſs, will render us good ſubjects, and 
uſeful members of the community. Being united 
on this awful occaſion to implore the divine fa- 
vour and protection, and to ſeek the forgiveneſs 
of our ſins; let us beware of every ſeductive 
error that can make us forget our duty to 
God,—to our king, to our country—and to our- 
ſelves. Let us remember, that our only ſecurity 
under God, depends on a firm determination to 
be unanimous. That inſtead of looſing the bonds of 
ſocial obligation, for the ruinous expedients of 
deſpotic anarchy ; we may unite in the defence of 
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religion, and order, —of truth, and rectitude. 
A ſincere repentance for our paſt ſins, and an 
earneſt ſolicitude to forſake them, will be the 
moſt happy conſequence of a day of public 
faſting and humiliation. That as every calamity 
is the bitter fruit of fin, each individual may ſe- 
riouſly aſk his own conſcience—Hhat have I 
done to contribute to the boundleſs evils of hu- 
man depravity ?—Under the auſpices of divine 
grace, an enquiry thus conducted, may produce 
the moſt laſting, and beneficial effects. It will 
incline every man to love his neighbour, — tho 
he will be highly diſpleaſed with himſelf. Thus 
will it be ſeen, that religion is the moſt effectual 
method of uniting men in the regular diſcharge 
of their duty; teaching you to act © As free, 
and not uſing your liberty for a cloke of malici- 
ouſneſs, but as the ſervants of God.—Honour 
all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. 
Honour the King.“ “ 


* it Presa, 2d. 16th and 17th, 
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